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IntheClalmft 

Please amend claims 1, 3 and 4 as shown below. 


1 . (currently amended) A network node for an optical communications shared 
protection s^enre network, Vne network node t)eing ananged to provide opticai 
signals to at least two transmission paths, the node comprising a l oad ohoring UqIs 
aaareaatton router having at least two ports, a first port connected to a working 
transmission path, and a second port connected to a shared protacfkm path,,_su^ 7 
that in failure-free operalton both the workin g transmisston oath and the shared 
protection oath canv traffic simuftanaoualv with out duplication of the traffic on the 
<wo routes. 

2. (original) A network node as claimed In claim 1, wherein said shared 
protection path is a ring, said second port t>eing connected to said ring via an optical 
switching device arranged to switch signals transmitted to and from the second port 
in either direction around the ring. 

3. (currently amended) An optical networic comprising a plurality of networic 
nodes, each n^wortc node being arranged to provide optical signals to at least two 
transmission paShs, the node comprising a toad aharinfli jink aaQreoatjon router 
having at least two ports, a first port connected to a workirig transmission path, and a 
second port connected to a shared protection path such that in faflura-finee operation 
both the woridna transmiaaion oath and the s hared protection oath cam traffic 
simultaneouaiv without duplication o f the traffic on the two routes. 

4. (airrerHty amended) A method of transmitting packet traffic between first 
and second networic nodes in a shared protecft)n optical transmission network, the 
method comprising defining first and second traffic pattis t>etween said rKxJes, ak 
loaot ono of-aeM said first paths being a shared protection patii. and said second 
path beino a wmrfdna transmission oath, a nd allocating traffic along said paths 
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utflisi'ng Unlc aggregation such that (n fatture-free operation both the workirKi 
transmission oath and the shared protection path carry traffic simultaneously without 
dupflcation of the Iraffic on the two routes. 

5. (original) A method as claimed In claim 4, wherein said shared protection 
scheme Is an optical shared protection ring, and wherein In the event of a failure or 
degradation of said protection path, the protect patti is switched to be ttie other way 
around the ring. 


6. (original) A method as daimed in daim 4, wherein a failure in a 
transm 
nodes. 


transmission path .is perceived by the nodes as a reduction in capacity by said 


7. (ortgtnai) A compute program arrar>ged to control the transmission of 
packet traffic in aocordanra with the m^hod of daim 4. 

8. (original) A computer program as damned in daim 7, the program t>eing 
stored on a machine readable medrum. 
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